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CAPITAL TRACTION
SIGNS AGREEMENT,
AVERTING A STRIKE

Recognizes Employes' Union
and Provides Committee for
Adjustment of Differences.

WASHINGTON RAILWAY
STANDS FOR OPEN SHOP

D. C. Commissioners Make Effort to

Bring Company Officers and RepresentativesTogether. With
Little Success.

.nip!-. >\ cs of tlic Capital TractionCompany today signed an

agreement framed in conference
with officials of that company
which averts any danger of a

strike on the Capital Traction
lines.
The agreement recognizes the employes'union, provides for adjustment

of differences through conferences of a
% v

committee from the local union who are

company employes with company officials.and questions which cannot be
agreed upon are to he referred to the
Commissioners for final settlement.

While this adjustment was being
made events transpired which widened
the breach between the same union,
JAivision SS9 of the Amalgamated Associationof Street and Electric Railway
Employes of America, and the WashingtonRailway and Electric Company.
Clarence P. King. president of that

company, early in the day frankly
stated that his company stands for the
open-shop principle, is not opposed to
organized labor, hut "is openly and
avowedly opposed to recognizing the
amalgamated association as a representativeof our employes."

Circulate Policv Contracts.
In pursuance of this policy, contracts

were circulated in the P street repair
shop and eight barns of the Washing.ton Railway and Electric Company for
employes to sign. The contracts containedthis clause:

"I. the undersigned, agree to accept
employment in the shops or car houses
of the Washington Railway and ElectricCompany as an individual, and

% sever all relations with the AmalgamatedAssociation of Street and
Electric Railway Employes of America.'
t'nion men who refused to sign this

agreement reported to headquarters of
the union that they had been dis<harged. new men put in their placesand that in some cases men had been
given until 5 o'clock to consider
whether they would sign or not. withthe alternative of losing their places.The Commissioners today took a hand
in the effort to bring the officials of
the Washington Railway and Electric
Company into agreement with their
tnen. Latf* yesterday afternoon they
un ited officials of that company to meet
them in Commissioner Newman's offices
at 10:30 o'clock today.

Conference Accomplishes Little.
Clarence P. King, W. F. Ham. vice

president and general manager: R.
Bowen. secretary, and Henry S. Barbour,legal adviser of the company,
went into conference at that hour. Beforegoing these officials stated the
comercnce wouiu do oner. 'i'lie orticials
loft the Commissioners office at J
o'clock.

Shortly after the noon hour CommissionerBrown low came out for a momentand stated that the conference
had progressed little beyond the initial
stages. Ih wa3 recalled that last year
the Commissioners held an all-night
conference, uninterrupted by time out
for food or sleep, at which they brought
the striking employes and company officialsinto an agreement which resultedin the present arrangement which
expires Sunday night.
New men were on the cars today, beingbroken in by non-union men who

have signed the individual contracts
with the Washington Railway and
Klectric Company. It was estimated
that 150 of these men were in Washingtonthis morning, and that at least
50 more came in from Philadelphia by
train, and from Baltimore fin the \\\. It.
&. A. this morning. Many of them
stopped at the Mount Vernon Hotel.
Others were iri boarding houses. Those
who did not go out on ears were taken
bout the city in sight-seeing automobilesand some waited around hotels

ann boarding houses awaiting a call to
report.

uriarge ui me union men.

T'nion men charged that a suburban
lino was utilized last night after mi«1

nightto instruct some of the new men
in how to run cars.

officials of the Washington Railway
and Electric Company made no effort
to conceal the fact that these men were
being brought here. They would not
say how many they had obtained.
"We have been trying to get new

men." Mr. King stated early today. "We
have advertised for them. We got
some of these ne\%* men before inauguration.Others are coming here now.

L We are seeking to place our bari s and
shops and «»ur employes generally on
the same basis as that which existed
before the present agreement went into
effect."

Mr. King then explained that the
company was not opposed to organized
labor, hut that it did oppose what he
called the "domination of our men by
outsiders."
"This rompany realizes that it owes

it to the public to keep its cars running.It is planning to do just that.
There will he no suspension of service
We are now in a position to give as-
surance or that ract, Mr. King concluded.
When Mr. Kin? came away from the

conference with the Commissioners he
reiterated his statement that the companywould not recognize the union in
any way.

Mr. Hamilton's Statement.
George E. Hamilton, president of the

Capital Traction Company, made the followingstatement regarding the r.greemenl
reached by his company with the employes:
"The contract speaks for itself. It is a

recognition of the union and provides thai
* our employes are free to Join or not tc

Join the organization, without interferenceor coercion on either side.
"Under it. the committee representing

the employes 4jjrd the officials of the
^Continued on Second. .Fage.)

BI-PARTISAN RULE
SATED AS POSSIBLE

Continued Doubt Whether Rei
publicans or Democrats Will

Control Next House.

QUICK DECISION EXPECTED

Whether the House of Representatives.upon assembling April lt>. at the
all of the President issued yesterday,

is to l>o organized by the democrats,
the republicans or through bi-partisan
agreement, dividing the control, cannotat this time be forecast by any man.

Any one of the three contingencies is
possible.
only one definite fact seems to stand

out.namely, that there will not he a

long deadlock through a "balance of
power" holding out for advantageous
personal terms, but that the contest
over organization will be short, sharp'
and decisive, one way or the other, with
admitted possibility of a patriotic shar-
ing of responsibilities and honors
equally divided between the two great
parties, the independents falling into
places allotted to them.

Clerk to Call House to Order.
The next House will be called to order

by the clerk of the last House, a continuingofficer, who will call the roll
front the unofficial list now in his hands.
That roster shows 215 republicans. 211
democrats. 1 prohibitionist, 1 progres'
sive. progressive-protectionist, 1 so|cialist. 1 independent and 1 vacancy.

That vacancy, however, is to be
filled at a special election to be called
by Gov. Whitman, and a democrat will
he returned, which will, unless there
are other deaths meantime, make the
score 215 to 215. with five independents,
Tin course of the independents has not
yet been determined beyond the underjstanding that the socialist member, Mr.
I.ondon of New York, may answer
"Present" and not express a choice for
Speaker.

Republicans Plan Reorganization,
The republicans already have laid

tho arrAinirlu'ni'L- f<»r rpnrtrnr i7.a t irtn in

ce.se they should have a majority to

elect a Speaker and control committees.A committee of twenty-seven
regulars and progressives will report

i to a republican caucus to be held five
days prior to the announced assemblingot' Congress a plan expected to
be adopted by the caucus as party procedure.
Under that plan the caucus will decideupon the party's candidate for

Speaker, generally understood to be Mr.
Mann of Illinois, who will be the chairmanof a special committee of fifteen. ,
to be chosen by the caucus, which com-
mittee is to make the appointments to
tin* committees of the House and select
their chairmen. .

If the democrats have a majority in
the House they will name Champ Clark
for Speaker, and the committee on ways ,
and means will designate the "committeenif^nberships. It is presumed that
hold-over members would retain their
committee places held in the last House,
with but few exceptions.

Bi-Partisan Plan Outlined.
The suggested bi-partisan plan of

organization contemplates selection of
champ Clark as Speaker, the committee
chairmanships then to be awarded in
rotation between the democrats and re-

j»ii mica hi*. m** memweisinp 01 wie com- i

mitt cos to be in even instead of odd
numbers, equally divided between dem-
ocrats and republicans. The House
patronage also would be equally ap-
port ioned.
The bi-partisan suggestion is at this

time merely tentative and largely contingentupon a threatened deadlock or
a state of war, which would unite both
parties into an "American party," so
to speak, for the conduct of the affairsof government.

Session to Last Several Months.
Senate leaders indicated today that the

special session in all probability will continuefor several months.
The legislative program will be determinedby President Wilson and the

uemoi raiic leauers in ' ongress, anu mucn

will d«*i»end upon wl.nher the democrats
or republicans organize and control the
House, as to the sue. ess «>f this program.
The appropriation nils which failed to

pass at the last sessim of Congress must
be passed. They are the army appropriationbill, the sundry ivil bill, the general
deficiency bill, the Military Academy bill
and the river and harbor bill.

If the international situation re'mains practically 'he same as at present.undoubtedly one of the first tneasItjres which Congress ax 11 put through
will be a bill giving the President such
powers to protect American vessels
and American li es at sea as were conjtained in tin- armed neutrality bill
which failed ;*; the* last session. It is
true that tin* President has determined
that lie already has power to arm merchantvessels to protect themselves
against the; submarines, but the armed
neutrality bill give him other and
wider powers.

To Play Important Part.
The international situation will play

an'important part in framing the legislative*program. Undoubtedly strong'
efforts will be made to pass the espionagebill asked for by the administrationand passed by the Senate at the
last session. Another bill which will
be passed if the administration can
muster sufficient votes in Congress is
the bill tee amend the act creating the
United States shipping board so as to
gi\e the President authority to comman,tb-cr American merchant vessels and
shipyards in times of war.
Should this country become involved

in the Kurupean war within the next
few weeks, or during the tjme Congress!
is in session, it is expected that all
|measures necessary to prosecute that
war to a successful conclusion will be
enacted by Congress, no matter
whether the Mouse be organized by the
republicans, or the demt^crats.
one of the most important measures

which is to come before Congress, particularlyin view of the recent disclosuresin regard to foreign relations,
is the universal military training bill.
Undoubtedly it will receive far more

support than it could have received
even a few months ago.

«»f the President's program for the
last session of Congress there still remainthe railroad bills, the corrupt
practices bill and the Webb bill permittingthe establishment of combinationselling agencies abroad by Americaninterests. Undoubtedly these measureswill receive consideration. There
has been strong opposition to all of
them, however, and it will take time
and amendment to put them through.

, West to Urge Conservation Bills.
Senators from the west will urf$e that

the so-called conservation bills, prolfor the development of the na-.

(Continued on Second Page.)
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VIOLENT AHACKS
OF GERMANS FAIL
INTHE CHAMPAGNE

Tide of Battle Ebbs and Flows,
French Gaining the

Upper Hand.

CROWN PRINCE AGAIN
STRIKES VERDUN LINE

Penetrates Enemy Trenches in Vicinityof Caurieres Wood. But
Later Is Ejected.

By the Associated Press.
PARIS. March in. noon. Violent

fighting occurred in tlie Champagne
last night in conscqucnco of ;i (ierman
attempt to recapture the ground won

by the French between Butte du >lcsniland Maisons do Champagne. Today'sofficial statement says that after
several desperate charges had been
made, with alternate advances and retreats.the French succeeded in holdingall the ground they had gained and
in making fresh progress.
On the Verdun front, the Germans attackedthe trenches recaptured by the

French north of Oaurieres wood. They
penetrated these positions at some

points, but were ejected by a counter
attack.
The French continued their rinds,

penetrating the German positions east
of Armancourt as far as the third
trenches, and taking prisoners near
Crouy, northeast of Soissons.

French Official Keport.
The announcement follows:
"South of the Acre yesterday we made

several attacks which enabled us to inflictlosses on the enemy and take prisoners.
#
Fast of Armancourt our detachmentspenetrated to the third German

trench, which was completely destroyed
by our fire. Northeast of Soissons, near

Crouy, in the course df an expedition
into the German lines, we took half a

score of prisoners. Two attacks 011 our
small posts in the vicinity of Rheims
were repulsed.
"In the Champagne the night was

marked by violent fighting at certain
points. On the front between Butte du
Mesnil and Maisons de Champagne the
Germans made several attempts to recapturethe trenches we had taken. On
[he left of this sector, after alternate
advances and retreats, we finally ejected
the' eTTemy*tmtr mad*- progress, on the
fight of this sector Get man attacks were
broken by our fire and we maintained all
bur positions.
"On the right bank of tlie Meuse the

Germans made a new attack on the!
trenches taken by us north of Caurieres
wood. Our counter attacks at once
forced hack the enemy from certain
trench elements which he itad succeeded
in penetrating.
"There is nothing to report from tlie

remainder of the front."

Prisoners Are Taken.
The official communication issued last

evening says:
"In the region of Crapeaumesnil, to

the south of Rove and near Auberive.
our detachments at several points pene-
trated enemy trenches, to which im-i
portant damage was done. Curing these,
actions we took about twenty prisoners.

"In the sector of Maisons de Chain-I
pagne the Germans launched three vio-
lerit attacks on the positions we reconqueredyesterday. Our barrage fire
and the fire of our machine guns broke
rJown the attacks of tlie enemy, who
was obliged to withdraw, leaving a

large number of dead on the ground.

More Trenches Taken.
"On our side we made prisoners dur-

ing the day and took further trenches
to the north of the road running from
Butte de Mesnil to Maisons de Champagne.The total number of prisoners
taken in this region has reached 170,
including four officers.
"There has been artillery fighting of

a rather spirited character in the
neighborhood of Bois de Seppy, Malancourtand in the Bois Caurieres. The
day was quiet on the other points of
the front."
Belgian communicanon: rne ciay

was calm."

German Casualties Heavy.
FROM A STAFF CORRESPONDENT

OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS WITH
THE FRENCH ARMIES IN CHAMPAGNE.FRANCE. March 0..The successof the French troops Thursday
between Butte du Mesnil and Maisons
de Champagne was ev^n more importantthan was thought at first. The
troops advanced along a l.riOO-meter
front to a depth ranging from 600
to 800 meters, occupying it at all
points. The casualties of the Germans
were very heavy, and up to the present
136 prisoners, including three officers,
have been counted. Throughout Wednesdaynight and Thursday morning
the French artillery of every caliber
had shelled heavily- the German line.
Every gun was trained on trenches
and blockhouses opposite the French
line.
The Associated Press correspondent

saw the first infantrymen clamber out
of the front trench and proceed at a

slow pace across No Man's Rand precededby a complete curtain of fire
from the artillery, which raised and
dropped methodically as the footmen
advanced. The German artillery, meanwhile.opened a heavy curtain of fire,
which, however, did not restrict the
French advance.

many urermans ourrenaer.

Gradually the French troops reached
the first-line German trenches, where
the German occupants could be seen

here and there rushing: out, their hands
raised in the air as a token of surrender,after which they were passed
through the advancing French ranks
and hurried to the rear. At some
points, however, the Germans had
made their positions regular fortresses,
and here there was sharp grenade and
rifle fighting. But the positions succumbedone after another to the French
attack.
Waves of infantry could then be seen

making their way slowly up the slopes
until they attained their fixed objective.
While the fight was in progress French
airplanes circled overhead and watched
the movements of the Germans behind
the point attacked. No German airplanesmade their appearance during
"the fight, but' an" occasional sharp
rattle of machine guns behind the
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thick snow clouds gave evidence of
their presence.

Many Prisoners Are Young'.
After the fight was over group after

group of prisoners was passed along
the roads toward the rear. The total
of these men is not yet known. Most
of them seemingly were very young.
The French troops recaptured within

thirty-two minutes from the beginning
of their infantry attack every essential

MK»int of ground between Butte du .Mesniland Maisons do Champagne, the
conquest of which by the Germans in
their supreme assault February J 4
brought a telegram of praise from Km-
peror William to Crown Prince Fred-'
crick William. Despite every possible I
disadvantage, such as thick snow, the
French assaulting force carried out its
program with clockwork exactitude, i
attaining every objective point at the 1

prearranged minute.

Germans Eject Russ
Who Entered Trenches,

Says Berlin Statement
My he A*»iirifll((l I'rr-s.
BKKKIX, March 10, by wireless to

SavviHe. X. V.. Russian troo.UA in the
Champagne attacked the German lines
near Prosnes yesterday. Today's war

office announcement says the Russians
penetrated German trenches at some

points, hut were subsequently driven
out. South of Kipont. in the Champagne,new fighting developed without
important result. The French failed
in nil attack on 1 lie Verdun frnnl The l

statement reads:
"Western front: South of the Avre

the' French attacked portions of our
trenches near l*aucourt and south of
Crypeaumesnil. They were defeated in
hand-to-hand fighting;. Twelve pris-
oners remained in our hands.i

"Fast of Rheims our raiding detachmcntsbrought back fourteen men from
the hostile lines In the western
Champagne, on both sides of the I'ros- j
lies, Russians led by French officers ad-
vancod against our positions.
"The detachments which entered in

some places were driven off by a coun-
ter attack. t.
"South of Ripont. west of Champagne

Fe. which has several times changed
hands, new engagements developed <
which led to no important change in j.
the situation. Fifty-five prisoners were 1

retained there. j 1
i

Activities Near Verdun.
"On the west bank of the Meuse (Vcr-

dun front) a French advance upon 1
Cheppy wood was without result. Fast
of the Meuse our storming detachments
entered Caurieres wood, and returned
with six officers, 200 men and two ma- I,
chine guns. The remainder of the
French trench garrison escaped hv
hasty flight. Near Fliery, between the
Meuse and the Moselle, an enterprise j
by a storming detachment also had the
success planned for. In this Instance
fifteen prisoners were brought in.
"Our airmen shot down six hostile!;

airplanes and two captive balloons. Hy
defensive fire one hostile machine was j'brought down. Iaeut Boran eon
Kichtofen was victor for the twenty-'1
fifth time in an air engagement." i!

i PRESIDENT ABLE TO BE UP, j
BUT REMAINS IN HIS ROOM j
President Wilson practically had recoveredtoday from the cold which has

kept him in bed for the last four days.
While he remained in his room this
morning:, it w;is expected he would be
able to attend to public business, lie
had no engagements today.
Shortly before noon the President's

physician said Mr. Wilson was well
enough to sit up today, and that there
was no objection to his seeing importantcallers.

SULLOWAY SINKING RAPIDLY.

Veteran Congressman May Not Live
Through Day, Physician Says.

Representative SuHoway, the veteran
republican member from Manchester, x.
H., who is ill with pneumonia, may not
live through the day, his physician said,
shortly after noon, adding that he was
sinking rapidly.
His colleague. Representative Wason, of

Nashua. N. H.. was summoned and relativeswere notified of his critical condition.
To Build Shipyard on the Delaware.
PHILADELPHIA, Pa.. March 10..a

shipyard "equal to any in the United
States" will be built on the Delaware
river immediately below the mquth of
the Schuylkill river, according to an

announcement by the Fort Mifflin Shipbuilding:Company, recently organized
with a capital of SlO.OOO.qpo. Work
on the new yard will begin at once, the
announcement state®, 160 acres of river
front property hairing been acquired as
& site.

>
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U. S. BOND ISSUES

1 TO BE MADE SOOr
Members of Congress Deter
mined That Investors Shall

Be Protected.

5572.000,000 AUTHORIZE!!

One of the most important thing's tlia
louM he done by the coming special sea

don of Congress is to direct financis
legislation so that their will be a patri
rttic appeal to the people of Jhe countr
in the matter of the purchase of the hun
ireds of millions of dollars' worth c

bonds to he issued by the governmem
"FlTis Is the view of many members o

Congress now in Washington; and. as ex

[tressed by Representative Moore c

Pennsylvania, member of the ways an*

means committee, "regardless of the ac

[ion of the federal reserve board in modi
fying its November boycott on foreign
bonds, the American people will sooj

lave the opportunity to purchase Ameri
an bonds, and American investors ough
lo keep that in mind."
Further, he said: "Members of Oongres

vho have had experience in such matter
ire determined that whatever bonds ar
to be issued will be of a sort in whic
lhere can be no juggling and that whe
people buy them there will not be a late
issue at a higher rate of interest.

Bonds Now Authorized.
"Conpress has already authorized th
ssuanee of United States :> per ceri

>onds to the extent of $4 71',000,000," sai

Mr. Moore, "and if the armed neutral
ty l)ill pusses in the near future th
ssuance of another $100,000,000 will b

luthorized, making: a total of $572,000,
)00 of .'J iter cents that will soon b
Lvailable. To this grand total may als
ne added a new issue of $62,945,400, fc
cvhich the authority of Congress will b
isked to redeem bonds authorized Jun
13, 1898, that will inature August
191$. An amendment providing for thi
refunding loan was offered to the arm

jill, which perished in the Senate. C

course, this loan must be authorized i
lue course to keep the government'
faith.
"American investors, who are antici

gating war and who want to 'stand b
their President,' will soon have the pji
[>ortunity of proving their patriotisi
when the Secretary of the Treasury be
iritis to issue these Amorocan securitie!
J'he bonds now authorized inelud
5222,000,000 of Panama canal bond.
5100,000.000 authorized in thc.revenu
ict and $150,000,000 provided for in th
Kitchin resolution for speeding up th
naval program. This makes a total c

M72.000.00o, exclusive of the $100,000.
»00 provided for in the armed neutral
ity bill, and includes expenditures fo
he following purposes: For the nitrat
dant. $20.000.000: for the ship pun-has
let. $50,000,000: for the Danish We*
Indies. $25,000,000; for the armor plat
plant. $11,000,000; l<>r me construclio
jf the Alaskan railway, $.15,000,000. an

SPRING FASHIONS SHOWN
IN PICTORIAL SUPPLEMENT

Spring fashions are the predominatingfeature in the pictorialsupplement of tomorrow'sStar. Both inside pages
of the section arc deVoted exclusivelyto exhibiting Washingtonand New York models
for the spring and summer.

These photographs should
prove especially attractive to

the fair sex, as they cover a

wide range of coming fashions.
first nacre of the suo-

plement a widely varied assortmentof pictures is shown.
They include the national
monument to \\ illiant F. Cody
(Buffalo Bill), to he erected on

Lookout mountain. This memorialwill overlook four westernstates, Wyoming. Colorado,
Nebraska and Kansas. Scenes
of the activities of the Russian
army also are shown.

All of the other pictures are

of an attractive nature.
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to meet the expenditures incident to the
Mexican situation to- June 30, 1017,
$162,418,000. Notwithstanding: these authorizedissues there will still remain
about $81,000,000 of Panama canal
bonds that can be issued by the Presiident."

War Means Further Issues.
Many members of the House believe

that if the armed-ship order leads to
hostilities, the government will issue
still more bonds. They also believe
that all bills pending before Congress
in the excitement of a special session
or a "war" session will have to be carefullyscrutinized in order to keep down
the possibility of too much blanket authoritybeing granted to government
officials.

> POWERFUL RADIO STATION
BEING BUILT FOR MEXICO

it
|

ll Erection on a Hill Near Capital UnderGerman Direction. Say AmericansReaching Galveston.
r

_

L.
,f GAI,YESTO.\\ Tex., March 10..Ameri.can passengers on the Wolrin line
,f steamship Harald, which arrived here
d I today from \ era Crux, declare that a

powerful radio station is being: erected
on a hill near Mexico City under the

fl direction of German engineers,
ii These passengers.F. I>. Kroutil of

Oklahoma and Harry S. Whitney of
^ Sherborn, Mass..say they have positiveinformation that, such a station is
s in course of construction, and that it
s is expected to establish direct coniniupn cat ion with Berlin. Mr. Kroutil said
h m

,, the steel work on the towers had been
r completed. Mr. Whitney said it was

understood that the chief engineer and
j assistant engineer of the German
I steamship Vaderland. interned at New
York, are directing the work,

e Passengers on the Harald also said
, that four or five other high-power radio

stations are being erected in other secdlions of Mexico
t-

MORE GEBLACH ARRESTS.
e

Names Will Be Revealed by Italians
o at Secret Trial.

,r PARIS. March 10, 5:05 a.m..A numeber of fresh arrests have been made in
e Rome and elsewhere in connection with
1. what is known as the Gerlach case, ac-
8 cording to a Milan dispatch to the

V- M'I'I.a ..t «li,.n-Hl I

^ not be made public until the trial.
n j which will be a secret one.

Mgg. von Gerlach. an Austrian, was
private chamberlain to the Pope, lie

% was forced to leave Rome in .January
through pressure brought to bear on

11 the Vatican, according to a semi-official
dispatch from Berlin, by the represent

s-atives of the entente. Prior to his do-
elparture an Italian named Ambrogetti.
* who claimed to be Mgr. Gerlach's
e financial agent, was arrested, charged
o with being implicated in the blowing
e up of the Italian battleships Benedetto
ft Brin and Leonardo 1 »a Vinci. Mgr.
Gerlach was the only Teutonic prelate

-|in the Pope's retinue.
r i
*"
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,*i Big Apartment Hotel Proposed for
(l! Their Benefit in New York.
~ NEW YORK. March 10..Plans for

the erection of an apartjnent hotel in
tlie heart of New York's shopping district,where unmarried working: women

may rent rooms for $1 a week, were

announced today. The structure will
he twelve stories high and will contain
400 well lighted rooms. Food will he
furnished in the restaurant at cost.

Provision for the construction and
maintenance <>f the hotel was made in
the will of Charles Hertram Webster,
for many years head of a department
store in this city, who set apart
6.17 for that purpose.

All the directors of the Webster
apartments believe that marriage is the
ultimate goal of all single women. SecretaryTownsend announced, and it is
their intention "to give all the young
women who live in this hotel an opportunityto be courted.'

It is expected the hotel will \je in
operation next year.

BANX MESSENGER HELD UP. I

Highwayman Is Captured and Satch-
el and Contents Are Recovered, j
PHILADELPHIA. March 10..A fed-

eral reserve bank messenger was held

up on the street here today, shot and
robbed of a satchel containing $1,500 in
cash and $S,500 in checks. The highwaymanwas captured and the satchel
was recovered. He gave his name as

Frank Smith, twenty-three years, of

Chicago.
David Findloff, the messenger, is in a

hospital with bullet wounds in the legs
and anna. He will recover.

U. S. SHIPS TC
BY ORDER 01
EXTRA SES

Congress Summoned to

Up Executive, if Nec<
of American I

NAVAL GUNS AND G
FOR SERVICE ABC

Creates Condition of Armed Neut
Actual Conflict.No Info

Sailings to B<

'inns, gunners and ammunitio:
merchant ships immediately, and tl
to tire on German submarines whit

Xavy yards were ordered tod;
possible, and the action will put th
armed neutrality, the next step be
relations with Germany, and possil
ships are to be armed first, and whe
in order to avoid "endangering the

President Issues Orders.
President Wilson issued the necessaryorders yesterday, in the belief

that he has ample executive power
without special authorization from

Congress. Simultaneously, however,
he called Congress to meet in special
session April Hi. to be in position to

support him. if necessary.
1

It is expected that the extra session
of Congress quickly will vote sutti-
cient money to pay for the expense of
armed neutrality. The bill which fail-
ed of passage in the Senate when the
last Congress came to an e*nd provided
S 100,000,000 for that purpose. It is indicatedthat the government has
enough money to go on with, until the
extra session votes more. Under a

bill passed in the last days of the last
Congress the funds at the disposal
of the federal war risk bureau, to in-
sure American ships, were increased to

$15,000,000. It is expected that the
extra sessioii of Congress also will
vote more money immediately for in-
surance purposes.

Preliminary Steps Taken.
Preparations for defending American

merchant vessels had already been
taken by the government, and actual
work of equipping them only awaited
the Xavy Department's approval of applicationsfrom shipowners. In the
various navy yards along the Atlantic
coast are stored guns, ammunition and
other necessary equipment ready for
installation.

In official circles today confidence
was expressed that Secretary Daniels'
appeal to newspaper/ not to seek or

publish specific news of the arming j
and sailings o t American merchant-j
men would be observed. A similar ap-
peal was made to telegraph and cable
companies.
"The best news "the readers can

have," said the Secretary, "is that the
government will protect the rights of
America to the freedom of the seas.
The publication of details can serve no

good purpose and might jeopardize humanlife."

Secretary Daniels* Statement.

Secretary Daniels in his statement to

the newspaper men said:
"You have rea.cC the statement issued

from the White House and now you
Know mat ine rrvaiuciu n«*o mc huoci

to arm American merchant ships makingtrips on the seas on lawful errands,
and is free to exercise it at once. 1 do
not think you ought to ask with what
guns they will be armed or how they
will be manned or exactly when the
power will be exercised. The governmentshould be trusted fully to carry
out the policy announced in the best
way.

"1 do not think you ought to ask
when the ships will he armed or print
when they will sail. Today I requested
every cable company in America not to,
send out any news about ships sailing
to or from Europe. The wireless stationsare under the direction of the
Navy department and no news of sailingswill go out by radio.

Appeals to Newspapers.
"1 am going to request you and every

newspaper and every news agency in

the United States not to print any
news about tlie arrival of ships or when
any of thetfi will sail for European
ports. There is no power of censorship I

in our country. The President does not
have any authority over the press. In
this time of national emergency, I feci
sure that every newspaper will accede
to the request not to even give a hint
or speculation of the sailing of Americanships. Such publication might re-
suit in the loss of life. As the reasons
are so obvious for making: this request.
there is confidence in administration
circles that this request will be compliedwith by every paper in the coun-J
try.
"All patriotic Americans are ready to!

make sacrifice for their country in
times of emergency. The press ('an
render the higrhest patriotic service by
refraining: from printing at this time
what ordinarily they would freely '

print.. 1
"Inasmuch as it will be impossible ,

to reach every paper and news agency
directly. 1 will ask all papers to carry 1

thiy request, which is njade as an ap- 1
peal to patViotism, to all journalists j
and disseminators of news. The best
news the readers can have is that the
government will protect the rights of 1

America to the freedom of the seas, c
The publication of details can serve no

good purpose, and might jeopardize c
human life. All readers will surely c
applaud the papers in responding to f
this appeal." ^

Orders to Gun Crews.
With the departure of the first armed

American ship it \\%I1 be necessary for f
the Navy Department to issue instruc- 0

tions to gun crews as to the manner in r

which the weapons arc to be employed, a

In that will be involved a declaration \

of .policy as to whether the appearance c
of a submarine in the neighborhood of a t

i
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7 PRESIDENT;
SION CALLED
Meet April 16 to Back
>ssary, in Protection
lights at Sea.

UNNERS READY
IARD MERCHANTMEN

ralitv. Chanirincr to War at First
rmation as to Deta:ls ~r

e Published.

11 will 1>e placed aboard American
icv will be sent to sea under orders
h attack them.
iv to equip the vessels as fast as

e United States in the position of
yond the severance of diplomatic
)ly the preliminary iif war. What
n thev will sail, will be kept secret
lives of Americans aboard them.
ship is sufficient warrant for opening
tire.
When the application of a shipownerfor arms has been approved by the

Navy Department the commandant of
the nearest navy yard will be instructedto place the guns aboard. Most of
the work probably will be done at the
yards where facilities are available for
handling; heavy weights quickly. In
some cases structural changes in ships*decks may be necessary to carry the
gun weight. In any event, however, it
will take no more than* a few days to
outfit any ship.Contracts for additional guns of suitablesize are being speeded up. It is expectedthat they can be completed sothat weapons will be quickly availabletor converting merchant cratT into naval(auxiliaries if war comes.
^
Xavy yard commandants will superin-

cciiu me actual installation of nuns onmerchant craft. The rifles, ammunition,mounts, range finders and other acressoriesare already stored at the yards,They range from heavy six-inch rifles tothree-inch weapons and smaller guns.The number of guns to go on ea«*h ship,[the personnel selected from the activelist of the navy or from the reserve tohandle the guns, the time of sailing o^^|Hthe names of ships that have
armed, "will not be disclosed.

Acted From Sick Bed.
Fraught with the gravest possibllljtiesof war with (Jermany, in case there

is armed contact between American
merchantmen and German submarines. f
President Wilson's decision to proceed
upon his constitutional rights in arming-American vessels was taken onlyafter he had been officially advised bythe Attorney General and the Secretaryof State that he has such rights, and
only after he was convinced that Germanyactually is proceeding with her
campaign of ruthlessness and bad made
efforts to plot with Mexico and Japan
against the territorial integrity of the
United States.

The President's action was taken
from a sick bed. as he lias been confinedto his room for several days \\ ith
a heavy cold. In deriding that ho has
the power to arm the merchantmen of
the United States, he took tin* position
that the statute of l&llh alluded to in
the Senate debate as prohibiting bis
arming the ships without congressional
action, lias no application in the pros-:
etit situation, lie is satisfied that the
nation stands behind him. He acceptsthe recent overwhelming vote in the
House of Representatives in favor of
armed neutrality ami the recorded
opinion of a large majority of the Senatethat he has the support of «. '"tigress.

Means Armed Neutrality.
Armed neutrality will be the status

of the United States the moment that
tiie first merchant *nlp under th^
American flag puts to sea with ranmiti
mounted for protection. Prosidn,$
Wilson made that clear in his addres^to Pongress February l'*. when
asked specific authority to arm iiicr#
chant ships for defense against submarines.the steps he now has ordered
on his own responsibility.
Writers on international law lia\

held that armed neutrality cmisisb in
placing the country in a posiibn t »

defend itself and its neutrality against
threatened attacks or inrra-ls by
belligerents. That state of preparednessmax last an hub-tint'< length <-f
time, through good fortune in avoidingcontact with belligerent f>r»-ei
ifloat or ashore or through the ^|«-s g i

~>f the belligerent to confine its declarationof purpose to infringe the n-

trality of a country to niece Hire-'*
unsupported by action.
On the other hand, the statu.armedneutrality may change into

of actual hostility, through a eolloi u.
such as a stihma'inc attack oa a

armed merchant map
President Wilson has said that i*

may not he necessary to put arn«>d
forces anywhere into action. AM xx i'l
depend upon the future atthud « f
Germany and the treattnent of Americanshins by German submarine commanders.
Armed U. S. Ships Way Fire

on Submarines at Sight.
Is State Department View

The mere appearance of a German submarineor its periscope in the presence of
in American merchant vessel would en-

litle that ship, according: to State Depart
nentopinion today, to take all measures

»f protection on the presumption that the
L*-boat's purpose was hostile, Under this
uling an American armed merchantman
ould fire on a German submarine the
noment it was sighted, without being
onsidercd as taking aggressive action
This view is based on Germany's de'laredintention to sink on sight within

ertain zones all vessels, neutral as well
is belligerent, and whether passenger
essels, freighters or contraband carriers.

Stands on Former Warning.
The United States was said to st.- I

latly on its armed merchantmen wan t.,*

»f March 27 last, in which it deli r1.ecognizedthe "right to prevent cap?.::- "

is part of the "right of self-protect.
vhich could be exercised either by dig t
»r resistance. The mere pr*seine
ierman submarineis^ p j.'


